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Remarks 

This is response to the Office Action mailed on June 18. 2003. and is filed in conjunction 
with the Request for Continued Examination, aaim 1 has been amended. No new matter has 
been added. Claims 1-9 remain pending in the applicatioa Reconsideration and allowance are 
respectftilly requested in view of the following remarks. 

In section 2 of the Office Action, claims 1-9 were rejected under 35 U.S.C § 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Elkin et aL. U.S. Patent No. 6.123,174, in view of Hyvonen at al., U.S. 
Patent No. 5,813,496. and Pollock, U.S. Patent No. 5.923,572. This rejection is respectfully 
traversed, and reconsidetation and allowance of claims 1-9 are respectfully requested in view of 
the following remarks. 

I. Tndgnendei ^^f^nimsl and 6 

Claims 1 and 6 generally recite a system and device for manual lubrication of an 
apparatus having apluraliiy of lubrication points. Claim 1. for example, recites lhat the 
lubrication points of the apparatus are provided with an identification element, based upon which 
the quantity of lubricant that is to be administered to each lubrication point in each instance of 
lubricationisretrievablefiomamBmory. Claim 1 fiirther recites that the system includes a 
lubricant gun having a lubrication nozzle, and that the identification element associated with the 
lubrication point of the apparatus is detected by a lubrication point identification device ananged 
at the lubrication nozzle. Claim 1 further recites that the infonnation on the predetennined 
quantity of lubricant for the lubrication point is retrieved fiom memory, administered to the 
lubrication point, and information on the lubrication earned out is stored in the memory. 

The system recited by claim 1 is advantageous because the system allows an apparams to 
be efaciently manually lubricated at a plurality of points. In addition, a quantity of lubrication to 
be appUed at each point including an identification element can be automatically identified using 
Ihe identification device, which allows the amount of lubricant to be appUed to be identified 
approximately simultaneously with the lubrication process itself This can eliminate the need for 
an operator to go through multiple steps of inputting infonnation to identify each hjbrication 
point, thereby fiirther enhancing efficiency. 

Claim 6, although not identical m scope, includes limitations similar to those described 

above with reject to claim 1 . 
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n. Tilt, yilfin "Refereiice 

The Elkin ref««nce discloses a system for automatically extractmg fluid from and 
injecting fluid into areservoir in a vehicle. Elkin, abstract. 

BDdn is not directed to a system for manual lubrication of an apparatus, as recited by 
claims 1. Instead, Elkin discloses an apparatus to extract and replace a large quantity of oil from 
a crankcase of an automobUe. In other woids, while the systems and devices disclosed and 
claimed herein are directed to manual lubrication of an apparatus, EUdn is directed replacemem 
of fluids. 

Consequently, EUdn is non-analogous art, in that one skilled in Oie art of manual 
lubrication of an apparatus would not turn to the apparatus disclosed by EUdn in solving 
problems associated with systems and devices for the manual lubrication of an apparatus. 
Further, EUdn is non-analogous art because the problem solved by EUdn (replacement of fluids) 
is not the same as the problem solved by ihe systems and devices for the manual lubrication of an 
apparatus disclosed herein, §§e MPEP 214S(IX). 

Jxi addition, the rqection states that EDdn neither discloses nor suggests a system or 
device for manual lubrication of an aq;)patat>« having * pluraKty of lubrication points. This 
furmer illustrates that EUdn is non-analogous art, because EUdn is directed at replacement of 
fluids, while the claims of the present application are directed at the manual lubrication of an 
^aratus having a plurality of lubrication points. 

Further, since EUdn only discloses replacement of fluid at a single point, EDdn 
necessarily fails to suggest a system including a plurality of lubrication points, with each 
lubrication point being provided with an identification element, as recited by claim 1. 

Nor does Elkin disclose identification of the lubrication point during the lubrication, as 
recited by claim 1 . In Elkin, a vehicle to be serviced is selected by inputting the vehicle 
identification inforaiation. EUdn, Figure 24 and column 20, lines 17-21. After the vehicle is 
selected using the vehicle identification infoiroation, addirional choices are made fiiom the 
service menu and service can then be performed. Id. Therefore, EUdn fails to suggest 
lubrication points with an identification element, based upon which information on the quantity 
of lubricant that is to be administered to each individual lubrication point in each instance of 
lubrication is retrievable fi»m a memory, as recited by claim 1. 
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EUdn further fails to disclose or suggest a lubrication identification device arranged at the 
lubrication nozzle, as recited by claim 1. Instead, Elkin discloses a barcode reader or keyboard 
for inputting the vehicle identification information. Elkin, column 20, lines 30-40. Such reader 
or keyboard is arranged separate from the deUvery nozzle for the fluid. Id. Therefore, EDcin fails 
to disclose or suggest a lubrication point identificatioii device arranged at a lubrication nozzle, as 
recited by claim I. 

m. The Hwdneti Reference 

Hyvdnen discloses an automated system for monitoring and controlling the circulatioB 
lubrication of the bearings of a paper machine. In HyvOnen, lubrication oil is automatically fed 
from an oil-lubricatLon center through a series of pipes to lubrication points, and is fed back to 
the center through a system of return pipes. Hyvdnen, abstract 

It is respectMly suggested that Hyv5nen is non-analogous ait, since Hyv5nen discloses 
an automated system for controlling lubrication, i^diile claim 1 recites a system for manual 
lubrication. One skilled in the art of manual lubrication would not turn to Hyv5nen when 
attempting to solve problems in the art. Further, Hyvdnen is directed at solving a problem 
dissimilar to that solved by a system designed in accordance with claim 1, in tiiat Hyvdnen 
provides an automated syston for lubrication including a series of pipes to deliver the lubricant, 
while the present application is directed at a system and device for manual lubrication using a 
lubricant gun. 

IV. The Pollock Reference 

Pollock discloses a device for controlling, authorizing^ and accountmg for gasoline 
delivered to an automobile. The device includes a radio frequency identification tag mounted on 
the fuel nozzle and an automotive informadon module mounted in the vehicle* Pollock, abstract. 

For similar reasons to those provided above with respect to Elkin^ Pollock is non- 
analogous art. 

Pollock simply regulates an amount of gasoline provided to an automobile. Therefore, 
one skilled in the art of manual lubrication would not look to the system disclosed by Pollock for 
solving problems associated with ttie art. In addition, the problem solved by Pollock (i,e.. 



7 

.PA(£1(U12'RCVDAT11i18f20034:17:06PM [Eastern Sta^^^^ 



NOV-i8-03 r6:06 FROM-Morchant i Gould 

controlling and accounting for gasoline dispensed into an automobile gas tank) is not pertinent to 
the problems addressed in the present application. 

Further* like Elkin, Pollock discloses only a single fuel filling point and an automotive 
information module at an automobile. Therefore, Pollock fails to disclose a plurality of 
lubrication points, or that the lubrication points are provided with an identification element, as 
recited by claim L 

V, Combiaation of Elkin^ Hw5nen^ and Pollock References 

There is no motivation provided in EUdn, Hyvdnen, and Pollock, or the level of skill in 
the art, to suggest the combination of the references. See MFEP 2143.01. As noted previously^ 
Elkin discloses replacement of fluid fiom a crankcase of an automobile and Pollock discloses 
control of gasolme dispensed into a gas tank of an automobile. In contrast^ Hy^5nen discloses a 
lubrication circulation system for a paper machine* None of the references suggest that it would 
be desirable to combine a fluid replacement system or gas regulation system for an automobile 
(Elkin and Pollock) with a fluid circulation system for a p^er machine (Hyv5nen)» and one 
skilled in the art would not motivated to combine systems configured to replace fluid in a 
ciankcase or gas tank of an automobile with a system including a plurality of pipes to circulate 
fluid through the system. 

VL Conclusion 

Claim 6, although not identical in scope to claim 1 , includes limitations similar to those 
described above with respect to claim 1 . For at least the reasons provided above, claims 1 and 6, 
as well as claims 2-5 and 7-9 that depend there&om, should be allowable. Reconsideration and 
allowance are respectfully requested. 
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Favorable reconsideration in the form of a Notice of Allowance is respectfully requested. 
The Examiner is encouiaged to contact the undersigned attorney with any questions regarding 
this application. 



Respectfully submitted, 
MERCHANT & GOULD P.C. 
P.O. Box 2903 

Minneapolis, Minnesota SS402-0903 
(612) 332-5300 



Tlflte ; -Movember 18.2003 




JJQ/RAK 
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